History has left an indelible mark on Berlin. The city had modest beginnings as a trading center in the 13th century, growing into a European powerhouse that took over the 20th century stage. Berlin was successively the capital of the Kingdom of Prussia (1701-1918), the German Empire (1871-1918), the Weimar Republic (1919-1933) and the Third Reich (1933-1945). After the Second World War, the city was divided; East Berlin became the capital of East Germany while West Berlin became a Western enclave. This was the section that was infamously surrounded by the Berlin Wall from 1961-1989. Since reunification in 1990, it has evolved into a dynamic, captivating and creative city. 

Today, Berlin is the heart of modern Germany, with a stoic beat that echoes through grand public buildings, glorious museums and theaters, urban restaurants, bustling pubs and rowdy nightclubs. It's a city that thrives on change and that has made a virtue out of reinventing itself. Berlin is a major center in European politics, culture, media, and science. It serves as a continental hub for air and rail transport. The city's economy is primarily based on the service sector, encompassing a diverse range of creative industries, media corporations, environmental services, congress and convention venues. Recognized for its festivals, contemporary architecture, nightlife and avant-garde arts, Berlin has evolved into a focal point for individuals attracted by liberal lifestyle, modern zeitgeist and low cost of living.

Visa / Passport Requirements

Generally speaking, all citizens of a foreign country entering Germany are required to have a valid passport, with the exception of EU nationals holding a valid national ID card. A visa is not required for citizens of Australia, Canada and the USA for stays not exceeding 90 days in a six-month period; EU 
nationals are not required a visa for any length of stay. Members from all other countries should check with consulates for travel requirements. For more information on German travel, visit www.auswaertiges-amt.de.

Weather

In Berlin, during the month of May, the average temperatures range from 10-19°C (49-66°F). For a timelier weather forecast, visit www.worldweather.com prior to the conference. 

Dress

Business casual is acceptable for all conference sessions. For other events, see specifications listed under the Tour and Evening Events descriptions.

Tourism

The German capital knows how to look backward and forward at once, how to roll up its sleeves and how to kick up its heels, how to remember and how to renew. Shaking off its heavy past, today Berlin is fast-changing, lively and fun. Berlin is noted for its numerous cultural institutions, many of which savor international reputation. The diversity and vivacity of the Zeitgeist Metropolis led to an ever-changing and trendsetting image among major cities.  The city has an extremely diverse art scene; it is home to hundreds of art galleries and precisely 153 museums. The ensemble on the Museum Island is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and is situated in the northern part of the Spree Island between the Spree River and the Kupfergraben. Furthermore, Berlin is home to more than 50 theaters, three major opera houses: the Deutsche Oper, the Berlin State Opera, and the Komische Oper, and seven symphony orchestras - including The Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra, one of the preeminent orchestras in the world. The historical monuments and architectural marvels are found in every crevice of the city. Whether you’re looking at the Reichstag parliament building, the Brandenburg Gate, the Siegessäule victory column, Checkpoint Charlie, or the Holocaust Memorial, you will certainly relive Berlin's history reflected in its architecture. For more information, visit Berlin’s official website for tourist information: www.visitberlin.de.

Airport / Transportation

There are three airports that can serve visitors traveling to/from Berlin (Tegel and Schönefeld are the largest of these three 

airports):

· Airport Tegel (TXL) is situated in the northwest of Berlin, approximately 8 km from the city- center (or a 15 minute drive to the InterContinental).

· Airport Schönefeld (SXF) is situated in the southeast of Berlin, approximately 18 km from the city-center. The airport is connected with the city by the S-Bahn (suburban train) lines S49 and S9 as well as with    several AirportExpress trains that run to/from     Hauptbahnhof, Zoologischer Garten, Friedrichstraße, Alexanderplatz and Ostbahnhof every half an hour. It is also a 45 minute drive by car to the InterContinental.

Airport Tempelhof (THF) is situated in the south of the city, approximately 6 km from the city-center (or a 10 minute drive to the InterContinental).

For more information, visit www.berlin-airport.de.

