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GLOBAL TERRORISM TRENDS  

Gary LaFree  
Director,  START Center 
University of Maryland 
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The Global Terrorism Database 
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Defining Terrorism 

The GTD defines tterrorism as acts 
by non state actors involving the 

threatened or actual use of illegal 
force or violence to attain a 

political, economic, religious or 
social goal through fear, coercion or 

intimidation. 
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Source: Global Terrorism Database 
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Most Frequently AAttacked Most FFatalities 
Rank Country Attack Count Country Fatality Count 

1 Colombia 6,770 Iraq 17,475 

2 Peru 6,040 Sri Lanka 14,166 

3 El Salvador 5,330 India 13,520 

4 India 4,273 Colombia 13,031 

5 Northern Ireland 3,774 Peru 12,829 

6 Spain 3,169 El Salvador 12,496 

7 Iraq 2,969 Nicaragua 11,324 

8 Turkey 2,680 Algeria 8,538 

9 Pakistan 2,499 Philippines 6,282 

10 Philippines 2,486 Pakistan 5,804 

11 Sri Lanka 2,393 Guatemala 5,150 

12 Chile 2,288 Turkey 4,658 

13 Guatemala 2,032 Burundi 4,084 

14 Nicaragua 1,987 United States 3,340 

15 Lebanon 1,930 Rwanda 3,200 

16 South Africa 1,920 Afghanistan 3,174 

17 Algeria 1,645 Lebanon 3,108 

18 Italy 1,490 Russia 3,014 

19 West Bank & Gaza Strip 1,372 Angola 2,871 

20 United States 1,347 Northern Ireland 2,844 

Source: Global Terrorism Database 

Emerging Terrorist Hotspots 
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Rwanda 
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Shifting Adversaries 
21st Century Boom 

al Qaeda 

Taliban 

80s Boom 

Shining Path    
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front   

70s Boom 

Red Brigades  
People's Liberation Forces   

Sporadic 

Popular Liberation Army   
Moro Islamic Liberation Front    
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