Immerse yourself in the city for five minutes, and you’ll see why it’s like no other place on earth.  Only here will you find some of America’s first attributes – the diversity, the culture, the style – intensified in such an intriguing way.  Only here will you experience those sublime moments that make New York City famous. 

New York City was settled in 1625, sits on the southern most part of New York state and is the most densely populated city in the United States. Home to the United Nations, NYC boasts over 8.2 million residents within an area of 322 sq. miles and is an economic, financial, commerce, cultural, sporting, tourism and media hub. 

The city has five “boroughs;” Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, The Bronx and Staten Island all connected by a series of bridges, subways, trains and ferry systems. New York is also known to many as “The Big Apple” or “The City That Never Sleeps” and many remember when Frank Sinatra famously put the city to music in 1979 with his recording “New York, New York.” 

Among the safest cities in the world, New York welcomes over 40 million tourists every year. Its climate includes blustery winters, a beautiful spring, warm summers and colorful autumns with plenty to experience indoors and out. 

Visa / Passport Requirements

All citizens of a foreign country entering the United States are required to have a valid passport. Most Canadians and citizens of the 27 specified countries (in the Visa Waiver Program) do not need a U.S. visa for business or tourism visits of less than 90 days if they meet certain requirements. Generally, a citizen of any foreign country wishing to enter the U.S. must first obtain a visa for a temporary stay. Due to recent developments in the U.S., it may be necessary to check with your consulate for more accurate requirements. For more information, visit www.cbp.gov. 

Weather

In New York City, during the month of October, the average temperatures range from 47-63°F (8-17°C). For a timely weather forecast, visit www.weather.com prior to the conference.

Dress

Business Casual is acceptable for all sessions. For other events, see specifications listed under the Tour and Evening Events descriptions.  

Tourism

If you are a first-time visitor to New York City, you won’t want to miss the Empire State and Chrysler Buildings, the Statue of Liberty, Rockefeller Center, Times Square, the Bronx Zoo, Staten Island Ferry, Brooklyn Bridge and other world-famous attractions.  If you've been here before, there's always another neighborhood to explore, another restaurant to try, another Broadway show or museum to see; another don't-miss cultural performance or sporting event. NYC's food culture, influenced by the city's immigrants and large number of dining patrons, is famously diverse. Jewish and Italian immigrants have made the city known for bagels, cheesecake, and New York-style pizza. Some 4,000 mobile food vendors licensed by the city, many immigrant-owned, have made Middle Eastern foods such as falafels and kebabs standbys of contemporary New York street food, although hot dogs and pretzels are still the main street fare. For more information, visit New York City’s official website for tourist information www.nyctourist.com. Or visit www.nycvisit.com for another great resource.

Airport / Transportation

There are three airports that can serve visitors traveling to/from NYC: 

- John F. Kennedy International Airport (JFK)                        

JFK, in Queens (at the south end of the Van Wyck Expressway), primarily handles international flights.

- LaGuardia Airport (LGA)                                               

LaGuardia, also in Queens (on the Grand Central Parkway), mainly handles domestic flights. If you're flying in from anywhere in the U.S., chances are you'll come through here. 

- Newark International Airport (EWR)                     

Newark, in Newark, New Jersey, handles both domestic and international flights. It's a bit further from the city than the other two airports, but it is generally less crowded and has more modern facilities. 

Taxi and bus services are offered from all the airports. Below is an approximate cost for a taxi from each airport to The Waldorf=Astoria:

- LaGuardia to The Waldorf: $35.00 plus tolls

- JFK to The Waldorf: $45.00 plus tolls

- Newark to The Waldorf: $50.00 plus tolls

The Waldorf=Astoria can also arrange transportation to/from the airport. Call +1 212 872 4585 or 1 800 367-0347 for more information. If you’d like to travel by subway, the closest to The Waldorf=Astoria is the Number 6 line, located on 51st and Lexington.

